
PARENTING TIP 

Honor Defined in Practical Terms 

 

Children need to know what Godly character looks like in practical terms.  We love the character quality 

of honor, not just because God commands it, but also because it has so much rich meaning for parents 

and children.  It can give direction in many of the frustrating moments we experience in family life.  In 

fact, every form of selfishness has an honor-based solution. 

 

We say honor is.. 

Treating people as special, 

Doing more than what’s expected, 

And having a good attitude. 

 

Use our honor definition or make up your own.  The point is that honor changes people.  It changes the 

way that parents relate to their children, the way children relate to each other, and the way children 

relate to their parents.  We need it. 

 

You can use the concept of honor in correction or when things are going well.  You can use it when you 

teach your children about money, time, and other resources, and you can teach it when conflict comes 

around.  One of the best ways to teach it is on special occasions when someone wins a contest or earns 

a certificate.  You may show honor by giving that person a fancy place at the table or by decorating his 

or her bedroom door. 

 

Honor is fun.  It’s like oil in a machine.  It gets work done with less friction and less heat.  Every family 

needs honor.  It’s great when things are going well and essential when family relationships are strained.  

You can work on honor whether your kids are preschoolers or teens.  It will change the way your family 

relates. 

 

This parenting tip comes from the book, Say Goodbye to Whining, Complaining, and Bad Attitudes in You and Your 

Kids, by Dr. Scott Turansky and Joanne Miller, RN, BSN 


