CHARIOT OF FIRE
CONCERN/CARING

THEME: Concern/Caring
SCRIPTURE: From 2 Kings 2

KEY VERSE: % Anyone who gives a lot will succeed. Anyone who renews others will be
renewed. Proverbs 11:25 NIRV

SCRIPTURE TO SHARE:

2 Kings 2 (New International Reader's Version)
2 Kings 2
Elijah Is Taken Up to Heaven

! Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. The Lord was going to use a strong wind to
take Elijah up to heaven. ? Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here. The Lord has sent me to Bethel."

But Elisha said, "l won't leave you. And that's just as sure as the Lord and you are alive." So
they went down to Bethel.

% There was a company of prophets at Bethel. They came out to where Elisha was. They asked
him, "Do you know what the Lord is going to do? He's going to take your master away from you
today."

"Yes, | know," Elisha replied. "But don't talk about it."

* Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here, Elisha. The Lord has sent me to Jericho."

Elisha replied, "I won't leave you. And that's just as sure as the Lord and you are alive." So
they went to Jericho.

® There was a company of prophets at Jericho. They went up to where Elisha was. They asked
him, "Do you know what the Lord is going to do? He's going to take your master away from you
today."

"Yes, | know," Elisha replied. "But don't talk about it."

® Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here. The Lord has sent me to the Jordan River."

Elisha replied, "l won't leave you. And that's just as sure as the Lord and you are alive." So
the two of them walked on.



" Fifty men from the company of the prophets followed them. The men stopped and stood not
far away from them. They faced the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan
River. 8 Elijah rolled his coat up. Then he struck the water with it. The water parted to the right
and to the left. The two of them went across the river on dry ground.

° After they had gone across, Elijah spoke to Elisha. He said, "Tell me. What can | do for you
before I'm taken away from you?"

"Please give me a double share of your spirit," Elisha replied.

19 "you have asked me for something | can't give you," Elijah said. "Only the Lord can give it.
But suppose you see me when I'm taken away from you. Then you will receive what you have
asked for. If you don't see me, you won't receive it."

" They kept walking along and talking together. Suddenly a chariot and horses appeared. Fire
was all around them. The chariot and horses came between the two men. Then Elijah went up
to heaven in a strong wind.

12 Elisha saw it. He cried out to Elijah, "My father! You are like a father to me! You are the true
chariots and horsemen of Israel!"

Elisha didn't see Elijah anymore. Then Elisha took hold of his own clothes and tore them
apart.

13 He picked up the coat that had fallen from Elijah. He went back and stood on the bank of the
Jordan River. ** Then he struck the water with Elijah’'s coat. "Where is the power of the Lord?"
he asked. "Where is the power of the God of Elijah?" When Elisha struck the water, it parted to
the right and to the left. He went across the river.

LET'S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. Why did Elisha not want to leave Elijah, even for a minute?
2. What happened to Elijah?

3. Elisha showed concern for Elijah by always being there by his side. Elisha and Elijah both
showed concern for each other. Is there someone in your family that you are worried or
concerned about? If so, what could you do to help that person?

4. Talk about how Jesus wants us to give our concerns and worries to Him. He can help us
during those times. Talk about the difference between concern and caring. We can have
concern without worrying.

5. Consider some of the following ways to help hurting people:
a. Spend some time visiting with a person who is lonely or does not have many friends.
b. Help a neighbor with a home repair job or raking leaves etc.
c. Take groceries or a meal to a family in need.
d. Offer to share extra coats or clothes with a family in need.

e. Volunteer to help your church in some way.



|

A chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared, and Elijah
went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 2 Kings 2:11-14






