MIRACLE OF OIL (Compassion)

SCRIPTURE: From 2 Kings 4

KEY VERSE: Zechariah 7:9 (New International Reader's Version)

® He rules over all. He says to his people, "Treat everyone fairly. Show faithful love and tender
concern to one another.

SCRIPTURE TO READ:

2 Kings 4: 1-7

Elisha Provides Olive Oil for a Widow

! The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to Elisha. She said, "My
husband is dead. You know how much respect he had for the Lord. But he owed money to
someone. And now that person is coming to take my two boys away. They will become his
slaves."

2 Elisha replied to her, "How can | help you? Tell me. What do you have in your house?"
"I don't have anything there at all," she said. "All | have is a little olive oil."

% Elisha said, "Go around to all of your neighbors. Ask them for empty jars. Get as many as you
can. * Then go inside your house. Shut the door behind you and your sons. Pour oil into all of
the jars. As each jar is filled, put it over to one side.”

® The woman left him. After that, she shut the door behind her and her sons. They brought the
jars to her. And she kept pouring. ® When all of the jars were full, she spoke to one of her sons.
She said, "Bring me another jar."

But he replied, "There aren't any more left." Then the oil stopped flowing.

" She went and told the man of God about it. He said, "Go and sell the oil. Pay what you owe.
You and your sons can live on what is left."

LET'S TALK ABOUT IT:

1. What miracle did God have Elisha do for the woman?

2. Why do you think Elisha didn't just give the woman money instead of having her and her
children work for it?

3. Elisha heard the woman’s problem and had compassion for her. Not only did he feel
compassion, but he went on to help her out of her poverty. When we see people with special



needs or problems, we need to do more than feel sorry for them. We need to take action to
help as God shows us to do this.

4. Do you think there would ever be times when we should be careful of just quickly helping
someone who appears to have a need? (Talk about this with your children...some people want
help but really don’t need to help for food etc. They sometimes have bad habits. We need to
be sure the need is legitimate.)

5. If there are needs of people in your church, how might we help them. (Talk about needs
being other than needing money or food). The need for encouragement when someone is
going through iliness or if someone close to them dies etc.)

6. If your children are old enough to understand, talk about how one of God’s Names is
JEHOVAH JIREH (God our Provider). Sometimes God provides in miraculous ways. Other
times, God will use us to provide for needs. He uses us as well because He wants us to learn
to be givers just as He is a giver.

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

As you sit with your family, munch on some snack food from a bag or box. As you eat, talk
about how good it is and how much you like it, but do not offer any to the others. After a few
minutes ask other family members to tell how your actions made them feel. Now share some of
the snack with all family members.
Questions to ask :

What are some things you can share?

Can you name some people who have shared with you? How did you feel when they

did?

Who do you know that may need some help?

Decide on a family project to help one of the people your family members identified as needing
help. As a family, memorize 1 John 3:16. Learning this verse will help us to know and share
love.



CAN YOU FIND 12 JARS OF OIL HIDDEN IN THIS PICTURE?

. G o

A poor widow needed to pay debts, so Elisha performed a
miracle. He turned the widow’s last bit of oil into many
jars of oil and then told her to sell it and pay her debts.

2 Kings 4:1-7






