
 
 

THE MAN LET DOWN THROUGH THE ROOF 
 
 

Scripture References:  
 Matthew 9:1-8 
 Mark 2:3-12 
 Luke 5:18-26 
 
 
Once when Jesus was in Capernaum, so many people went to see him that there was not room 
for them all in the house where he was.  While Jesus preached inside, crowds gathered outside 
the door, listening for His voice. 
 
Then four men came.  They were carrying a man who was paralyzed.  They tried to get through 
the crowd to see Jesus.  But no one would let them through. 
 
The four men carried the sick man up to the roof.  Then they tied ropes to the corner of the 
straw mattress on which he lay.  The roof was made of tiles, and the men took some of the tiles 
away until there was a hole in the roof.  When the hole was big enough, they let the sick man 
down through the hole. 
 
Jesus looked up.  He saw the sick man, and he saw the four friends looking down from the roof.  
He knew how much faith these men must have. 
 
Jesus said to the sick man, “My son, your sins are forgiven.” 
 
This did not please some of the people who thought that Jesus was saying what only God had 
any right to say.  “Only God can forgive sins,” they thought. 
 
Jesus knew what they were thinking even though they did not say the words out loud.  “Which is 
easier to sy?” he asked, “Your sins are forgiven, or to say ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’”? 
 
The people who doubted did not answer, and Jesus went on.  “But so that you may know that 
the Son of man has power on earth to forgive sins,” he turned to the sick man and said, “I say to 
you, rise, take up your bed and go home.” 
 
The man at once got up from the bed and stood up straight and tall.  The people were amazed 
as he rolled up his bed and hurried away to meet his friends. 
 
There was gladness and joy and the people praised God.  “We have never seen anything like 
this,” they said. 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 


